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In Gaza, some 30,000 PalesƟnian civilians have been killed by the Israeli army, not counƟng the missing 
buried under the rubble, the sick and pregnant women who died for lack of care, the permanently 
injured, the muƟlated without anestheƟc, the abducted children, the forcibly displaced and the 
refugees spending the winter in precarious shelters.  More deaths are expected because of the 
announced aƩack on Rafah.  

Under the guise of a "war against Hamas" in response to the 7 October aƩacks, the State of Israel is 
grossly violaƟng internaƟonal law, in parƟcular the Geneva ConvenƟons, internaƟonal humanitarian 
law, which require the protecƟon of civilians, as well as the enƟre regime of human rights protecƟon, 
including the InternaƟonal Covenant on Civil and PoliƟcal Rights, the ConvenƟon on the Rights of the 
Child and the ConvenƟon against Torture. 

Without waiƟng for the judgments of the InternaƟonal Criminal Court (ICC) and the InternaƟonal Court 
of JusƟce (ICJ), to which several states and associaƟons have appealed, the internaƟonal community 
must urgently move to ensure that the law is respected and that the people of Gaza are protected 
through internaƟonal acƟon, not just rhetoric.  

On Tuesday 20 February, the United States of America vetoed for the third Ɵme a United NaƟons 
Security Council resoluƟon based on an Algerian proposal calling for a humanitarian ceasefire between 
the warring parƟes, giving green light for the Israeli massacres to conƟnue.  

The State of Israel, by conƟnuing its indiscriminate military acƟons against the enƟre populaƟon of 
Gaza is violaƟng the leƩer and spirit of the ICJ order of provisional measures of 26 January 2002, based 
on arƟcle 41 of the ICJ statute in connecƟon with the 1948 ConvenƟon on the PrevenƟon and 
Suppression of Genocide. In 2011, the Security Council invoked the 'responsibility to protect' to use 
force against Libya over largely fabricated massacres. In 2016, the BriƟsh House of Commons severely 
criƟcised the condiƟons and consequences of this military acƟon. Where is the responsibility to protect 
in the case of Gaza? 

By refusing to assume its responsibiliƟes, the internaƟonal community is condoning the massacres. 
There is an urgent need for a group of states to assume their responsibiliƟes.  One aspect of this would 
entail breaking the illegal naval blockade imposed by Israel on Gaza since 2007.  This blockade must 
not be respected by any country and must be broken, by force if necessary.  States should immediately 
stop any weapons deliveries to Israel.  States delivering lethal weapons to Israel are complicit in the 
genocide pursuant to ArƟcle III e of the Genocide ConvenƟon.  Moreover, States should consider 
suspending all trade with Israel, and noƟfying Israel that unless the genocide stops immediately, 
diplomaƟc relaƟons with Israel will end.  

Protests and exhortaƟons are useless.  A group of states should send hospital ships, helicopter carriers 
and supply ships to Gaza. Their naval and air forces will protect the humanitarian floƟlla. 

It is disgraceful that whereas a few states deploy their navies in the Red Sea to ensure the free flow of 
trade, none would protect the thousands of lives in Gaza.  



By their passivity, states are complicit in the massacres, genocidal or otherwise, that are taking place 
in Gaza. Since the states are complicit in the name of the people, it is up to the ciƟzens to make a strong 
appeal to the poliƟcal decision-makers to put an end to the massacres. 


